
A brand new school year is just 

like a brand new baby. 

The students are wide-eyed, a 

bit wet behind the ears, and 

eager to learn. Of course there 

are the dirty diapers, the mid-

night feedings, and worries of 

parents. Yet what better feeling, 

as a parent, just like a teacher, 

to see that baby learn new 

things and develop into a smart, 

productive individual. This is a 

time-consuming and exhausting 

process, but it is well worth it. 

Welcome to Macon Early Col-

legeôs 2010/2011 school year. 

The staff and faculty of MEC 

are excited about the new batch 

of students. We are also looking 

forward to rekindling relation-

ships with returning students.    

There are quite a few changes 

to our program that we will 

steer and improve over the 

course of the school year. 

Macon Early College is about 

Rigor, Relevance, and Relation-

ships.  

We have improved our rigor by 

categorizing and teaching  each 

high school class as an honors 

class. We feel that all of our 

students are aiming for college, 

and MEC needs to do an excep-

tional job at preparing our stu-

dents for the rigors of college 

and academic life. This change 

will also be reflected on stu-

dentsô transcripts. These are the 

same transcripts that colleges/

universities will use to help 

them decide who is accepted to 

their school and who is not. 

MEC will continue to make our 

classes relevant to students 

through the exploration of ca-

reers and colleges throughout 

the school year. We will do this 

by attending college fairs, visit-

ing colleges, through classroom 

instruction, guest speakers, and 

field trips, etc. 

Building relationships will be a 

focus this year at MEC. We will 

accomplish this in a number of 

ways. First, we will have a forty 

minute class period that will be 

non-academic in nature. The 

students are working on a name 

for this particular period. My 

direction to the teachers is to 

start out the class period with 

asking the students: ñHow do 

you feel today?ò Mary Pittman, 

MECôs new guidance coun-

selor, has developed a curricu-

lum. The teachers have been 

instructed that if a topic comes 

up during this class time, and it 

seems to be a valuable topic for 

the students, then by all means, 

carry on with that topic. All 

adults within MEC will have a 

group of students in the same 

grade. 

Going along with the ñBuilding 

Relationshipsò theme, students 

will be conducting student-led 

conferences once in the fall 

semester and once in the spring 

semester. These conferences 

will be called the ñStudent 

Showcaseò for a reason. We 

want this conference, which 

will be conducted between the 

parent and the student, to be a 

celebration of the work that 

student has done over the 

course of the semester. This 

will not be a conference to dis-

cuss opportunities for improve-

ment. This will be a showcase 

of positive work for the parents 

to see and discuss with their 

young adult.  

Seminar time will also change 

for MEC students this school 

year. This time will be more 

structured for the students. We 

will not be taking all of their 

time for working on other 

classes, and the seminar class 

will have a high school credit 

attached with it. Some students 

are a bit worried about this 

change, but this will be benefi-

cial to them. They will learn 

about themselves, become bet-

ter students academically, and 

earn an additional high school 

credit.  

Please be supportive of the 

initiatives that MEC has insti-

tuted for the 2010/2011 school 

year. Just as the new baby 

learns by leaps and bounds, so 

too will our students here at 

MEC. There will be ñdirty dia-

pers,ò and ñmidnight feedingsò 

at MEC this year, but all the 

worrying, stress, and strain will 

be worth it at the end of the 

year when we have smiling, 

smart, and productive kids. 

Thanks and letôs work together 

for a successful, enjoyable year. 

Todd Gibbs           

A Message From The Principal 
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New College Liaison 

This year, Shelly Nixon will be taking Dr. Fairley Pol-

lockôs place as the College Liaison. Dr. Pollock will 

continue in her position as the Student Services Coordinator for the 

Macon Campus of Southwestern Community College. 

Shelly M. Nixon is originally from Flint, Michigan and has lived in 

North Carolina for three years now. She holds a Bachelor of Science in 

chemistry from Eastern Michigan University, a Master of Liberal Studies 

in womenôs studies from Eastern Michigan University, and a master of 

liberal arts from the University of North Carolina at Asheville. She is 

beginning a doctoral degree in Transformative Studies from the Califor-

nia Institute for Integral Studies this fall.   

Please feel free to contact her via email: s_nixon@southwesterncc.edu or 

via  

phone: (828) 369-7331, ext. 7016.  

Mrs. Reynolds 

Mrs. Pittman 

2010 - 2011 Faculty and Staff 

Mr. Gibbs 

Principal 

Mrs. Carrion 

Administrative 

Assistant 

Mrs. Pittman 

Guidance Coun-

selor 

Mr. Alich 

Math  

Mrs. Cabe 

English 

Ms. Fromknecht 

Exceptional 

Children/ Reading 

Specialist 

Mrs. Reynolds 

Social Studies 

Ms. Steiner 

Science 

Mrs. Trotter 

Instructional 

Technology 

Facilitator 

Mr. Corbin 

Learning Consultant 

Math 

Mr. Hatch 

Learning Consultant 

Math 

Mrs. Patton 

Learning Consultant 

English 

Mrs. Ritter 

Learning Consultant 

Spanish 

My name is Meghan Peck Reynolds, and I am the new 

social studies teacher here at Macon Early College.  I 

am very happy and excited to be here, and I have big 

plans for the students in my class!  This is my third 

year teaching in Macon County; for the two previous 

years, I have been the social studies teacher at Union 

Academy.  I am a graduate of Franklin High School and Western Carolina University, where I 

earned a Bachelor of Science degree in history and social sciences education.  I have been mar-

ried for about a year-and-a-half. Although I have no children of my own at this point in time, 

my younger twin sisters and youngest brother are in my care.  I canôt wait to see where my 

students go this semester, and I hope that they are enjoying being here as much as I am!  

My name is Mary Pittman, the new 

counselor at Macon Early College. Iôm 

very excited about working with the students at MEC and have 

been so impressed with the excitement and dedication of the 

students and the staff.  
 
I am a graduate of FHS, Appalachian State University (degree 

in Social Sciences/Social Work) and WCU (M.A.Ed. in school 

counseling). Iôve worked in Macon County Schools for twenty

-five years, at the elementary and middle school level. Iôm 

looking forward to working with our high school students. 
 
My oldest son, Nathan, is an MP in the U.S. Army and is cur-

rently serving in Korea. He has three boys: Austin, Blake, and 

Conner. My younger son, Paul, is currently a junior at WCU 

majoring in natural resource management. 
 
Again, I am excited about working at Macon Early College 

and look forward to a great year! 

Mary Tyson 

School Nurse 
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We have finished our third week of school, 

and everything seems to be settling down. 

Most students have received their laptops 

and seem to be doing well. Only a few 

upper classmen have not picked up their 

laptops.  We are still working out a few 

bugs with our new students and their Gaggle accounts (our 

student e-mail).  By the time you receive this newsletter, those 

bugs should be exterminated. 
 
Only a few problems have arisen with the laptops so far.  

Some batteries are dying, and I am making a list of students 

who need to come to me with that problem.  I will do every-

thing I can to find replacement batteries as soon as possible.  

Meanwhile, these students should make sure they save their 

work before they have to unplug the laptop to go to another 

room. 
 
Students are beginning to use Blackboard for SCC and 

NCVPS classes.  I am always happy to help them when they 

have questions. 
 
Just a reminder, the $25 laptop user fee was due September 1.  

The money collected will be used for repairs throughout the 

year.   If you have any questions or concerns about the laptops, 

please call, e-mail, or drop in to see me. 
 
I encourage everyone to visit the MEC website.  The address is 

www.macon.k12.nc.us/schools/mec.  You will find a wealth of 

information for students and parents.  The homepage will also 

have information 

about school closings 

during the winter 

months. 

Technology 
By: Mrs. Trotter 
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Structured Seminar 
This fall, MEC is revamping seminar in order to increase student success. While 

seminar will still primarily function as a time for study and individualized assistance, 

it will now also be offered as a class for elective high-school credit.  Students will 

receive a syllabus with weekly assignments, focusing on self-reflection and study 

skills.  In addition, MEC learning consultants will be joined by MEC teachers and 

SCC learning consultants during seminar periods. 

 

 
Help build our school greenhouse! 
 
This past spring, a glass greenhouse was donated to our school. It was disman-

tled and relocated to our school campus by volunteers and students: Tom Ritter, 

Willie Carrion, students Jesse Turpin, Lindsay Owenby, Joey Cook, and Charles Thun and Larry Stenger from the 

Rotary Club. 
 
Over the summer, Macon County donated materials and constructed its foundation. Sill plates and steel frames 

were also erected.  
 
On Saturday, August 28, MEC students and parents volunteered to help put up the aluminum 

frame work é we are getting closer! 
 
This fall, we will have another workday to put up glass/polycarbonate panels and roof vent. WE NEED VOLUNTEERS  

as well as DONATIONS  of building materials such as, glass, polycarbonate, shelving materials, and plant growing  

supplies.  
 
If you would like to volunteer or donate items, please contact Ms. Steiner at susan.steiner@macon.k12.nc.us 

MEC Greenhouse 
By: Ms. Steiner 
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2010-2011 Parent Teacher Student Organization 

Message From the PTSO President... 

From left to right: Rosa Young - VP, Lori Correa - Media Relations Coordina-

tor, Nancy Abeya Ritter - VP, Stephanie Ramsey - President, Judy Sprinkle - 

Secretary, Darlene Kimsey - Treasurer (Not pictured: Renee Cooney - VP)  

On behalf of the PTSO, I would like to welcome our new and returning stu-

dents and their families to our school. I am Stephanie Ramsey, the returning 

PTSO President for the 2010 ï 2011 school year. My son, Samuel, is a third 

year student at MEC. 
 
The PTSO is a partnership between parents, teachers, and students. The 

purpose is to bring together parents, teachers, the college liaison, and stu-

dents to facilitate a welcoming environment that challenges every student to 

grow, learn, and pursue academic excellence. Our combined commitment to 

our school is apparent in the activities and events the PTSO provides each 

year. 
 
This year, our objective is to enhance the communication between the 

school, parents, and students as well as promote our school, its activities, 

and our students. I encourage each of you to be involved with the PTSO. Itôs 

a great way to get to know the school, the staff, and the students. There are 

many opportunities for you to volunteer and make a difference in the lives of 

our students and our school. 
 
Stay connected by visiting our website, reading our on-line newsletter, at-

tending our PTSO General Meetings, and by becoming a fan of our Face-

book page. 
 
I anticipate another excellent year at Macon Early College and look forward 

to working with you. If you have any questions, please contact me by email 

at seramseyjr@msn.com or call 828.421.5276. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Stephanie Ramsey ï MEC PTSO President 

Visit our web page at www.macon.k12.nc.us/schools/mec/for parents/ptso  
 
 Macon Early College PTSO 

We are Partners in Education! All MEC parents/guardians, students, and 

faculty are automatically members of the PTSO. We welcome and encour-

age you to attend our general meetings. 
  

Please join us for our first PTSO meeting of the new school year. 
  

Monday, September 20 

6:30 p.m. 

Southwestern Community College 

Ground Floor ï Rooms 110 & 111 
  

Light refreshments will be served. 
  

Topics for this meeting includeé 
  

 The College Transition - Our guest speaker for the evening is Shelly 

Nixon ï SCC College Liaison for Macon Early College. Ms. Nixon 

will be providing valuable information about the college experience 

at SCC for MEC students. 

 Laptop Program - Mrs. Trotter 
 

 Introduction of our 2010 ï 2011 PTSO Executive Board Members 
 

  Upcoming Fundraising Events 

  

PTSO General Meeting 

Upcoming Events 
 
Saturday 9/11 
 
Mark your calendars! We will be outside at Kmart  on 

Saturday, Sept. 11 from 9 a.m. ï 2 p.m. selling 50/50 raffle 

tickets and holiday evergreens.  
 
Funds raised will help offset the cost of an educational 

class trip once approved by the Board of Education. Stay 

tuned for details. 

 
Friday 9/17 & Saturday 9/18 
 
Our PTSO will be participating in the 2010 Macon 

County Fair .  We will have a booth staffed by parent and 

student volunteers.  Our objective is to promote our school 

in the community by providing information about the 

Macon Early College Program.   
 
We will be selling holiday evergreens and 50/50 raffle 

tickets to raise funds for our school. 

 

Upcoming PTSO General Meetings 
 
Meetings will be held at SCC at 6:30 p.m. oné 

 
 

 

 

 

September 20, 2010 

November 15, 2010 

January 17, 2011 

March 7, 2011 
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 Register your Ingles card in the Tools For 

Schools Program and raise money for our 

school.  Every time you buy groceries at 

Ingles using your registered Ingles  
AdvantageÊ Card, a portion of the sale 

will go to Macon Early College PTSO.  
Sign Up Today and Help Our School! 

Visit the Ingles website to link your Ingles AdvantageÊ Card online or fill out the   

Enrollment Application that will be sent home with your student.  *Applications that are 

not completed online should be returned to Macon Early College.  Include all twelve num-
bers under the barcode, even the small number at the bottom right corner. 

 
www.ingles-markets.com/toolsforschools/ 

 
Sign up family and friends so they can support our school too. 

 
*Applications returned to MEC will be entered online by a PTSO board member.  The 

class with the most returned Ingles Tools for Schools Enrollment Applications will be 

eligible for a prize. For additional Enrollment Applications, please visit our website.  

MEC is once again, participating in 

BI-LOôs Boostersplus fund-raising 

program this year.  You can earn 

money for our school by simply shop-

ping at any BI-LO with your  

BONUSCARD.  

Just give an enrollment card to the 

cashier along with your BONUSCARD to be scanned with 

your grocery order.  (Enrollment cards will be sent home 

with your student) This one-time scan will enroll you for 

Macon Early College PTSO until May 31, 2011. 

One percent of your purchases will be donated to our 

school through May 31, 2011. 

Please visit our website for additional enrollment cards.   

Rememberé  Even if you signed up last year for the Ingles Tools for Schools & BI-LOôs  BoosterPLUS, 

you have to sign up AGAIN for the 2010 -2011 school year.   

Support Our School 

We need your help! 
 
Executive Board Position Available ï Our PTSO is seeking to fill the position of Volunteer Coordinator.  Interested individuals should con-

tact PTSO President Stephanie Ramsey at seramseyjr@msn.com or call 828.421.5276. 
 
Parent and Student Volunteers are needed to represent our school and help us with fundraising events oné 
 
Saturday, Sept 11  9 am ï 2 pm  Kmart 

Friday, Sept. 17  9 am ï 9 pm  Macon County Fair 

Saturday, Sept. 18  9 am ï 9 pm  Macon County Fair  
 
Parents interested in volunteering should contact PTSO President Stephanie Ramsey at seramseyjr@msn.com or call 828.421.5276.  Student 

volunteers can sign up at school. A sign-up sheet will be posted in the lobby at MEC. 

 

 
 

Our PTSO is now selling MEC T-shirts, Hoodies, 

Golf Shirts, Vehicle Tags, and Vehicle Decals.  

Short-sleeved T-shirts are just $15.00 and Vehicle 

Tags are just $10.00.  Visit our school website  for 

a list of prices, colors, and order forms.  

 

 

Also available are vehicle tags to dress 
up your car. 

Holiday Evergreens Fundraiser 
 
Our PTSO has teamed up with Sherwood Forest 

Farms for our first fundraiser of the year.  Informa-

tional packets were sent home with our students on 

Sept. 3rd. 
 
Give your support and enjoy beautiful holiday ever-

greens from the Pacific Northwest. Choose from an assortment of door swags, 

wreaths, centerpieces, and garlands. 
 
Last day to submit orders is Monday, Sept. 20th 
 
Estimated date of arrival for the greenery is December 9th 
 
A portion of these funds will go towards funding for special events and teach-

ing initiatives for our school.  10% will go towards the Ashleigh Moore 

Scholarship Funds. 
 
For additional information and a list of prices, please visit our website. web-

site. 
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Seniors 
 Class of 2010  

 
The Macon Early College graduation was held on June 6, 2010, at the Smoky 

Mountain Center for the Performing Arts. Phil Drake led the invocation, and 

Macon County Schools Superintendent, Dan Brigman, welcomed the students, 

faculty, and guests. Retiring SCC President, Cecil Groves, offered advice to the 

graduates. Former principal, Gary Brown, was the featured speaker with clos-

ing thoughts by our current principal, Mr. Gibbs. 

 

Letter from an MEC Graduate (as published in The Franklin Press) 
 

On June 6, I graduated from Macon Early College alongside my classmates and 

friends. These past four years have been a blessing and an experience I will never 

forget. Our school has grown since it opened its doors in August 2006. The teachers 

have high expectations and hopes for every single student that walks through the 

door. 
 
I think back on my freshman year with tears in my eyes. We were all young and so 

terrified-not knowing what to expect, starting off college at such a young age. There 

were times when I didnôt think I could make it. I just wanted to quit and go to FHS. 

Iôm glad I didnôt. This has been such a rewarding journey, and I wouldnôt trade it 

for anything in the world.  
 
I have high hopes for our school in the future. The freshmen coming up next year 

will do great. They will be terrified, as all of us were our first day, but just know that 

there have been four classes ahead of you that have been through the same thing 

and are there to help. I congratulate you on your choice and acceptance into Macon 

Early College; may the teachers teach you lessons that will stay with you your entire 

life. Good luck! 
 
I know I made mistakes, took wrong turns, and got a few bumps and bruises along 

my high school career, but Iôm nothing if not proud to say: ñCongratulations, Class 

of 2010! We made it! Forever Seniors! I love you all!ò  

~ Kim Woolbright 

 
The Southwestern Community  

College graduation was held on  

May 7, 2010. 
 
Eleven students from the first class of 

Macon Early College participated in the 

graduation ceremony and earned their 

Associate of Art Degrees as well as their 

high school diplomas. 
 
Colleges that accepted our recent graduates include  

Western Carolina University, University of North Caro-

lina at Asheville, North Georgia University, Appalachian 

State University, and Toccoa Falls College, and 

Greenville Technical College. 

  First Graduating Class 
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MEC Students Making a Difference... 

Katelyn  Kasper, a third-year student, has been selected from Macon 

County to receive the N.C. Young Volunteer of the Year. Katelyn has 

volunteered many hours of service to our community.  
 
One of Katelynôs biggest loves is her involvement with the 4-H club, 

which she has been a part of for eight years. She was presented with a 

plaque and a check from the state VFW and VFW Auxiliaries and also 

a check from the local Post 7339. 

N.C. Young Volunteer of the Year 

New Eagle Scout 

Corey Schiffhauer, a second-year student at MEC last year, was accepted into the 

Music Conservatory at the University of North Carolina School of the Arts.  
 
Corey competed against students of all ages from around the country for a position 

in the piano department and will finish his junior and senior years at the conserva-

tory to prepare for a career as a professional musician.  
 
We (at MEC) wish him all the best! 

Student Musician Heading to NC School of the Arts 

 

Ethan with Rep. Phil Haire and Dr. Connie 

Haire - SCC V.P. Macon Campus  

Ethan Edwards, a third-year student at MEC, was presented the Eagle Scout Award at a 

ceremony in May by Robbie Robison, Unit Commissioner for Troop 282. Ethanôs project 

was to plan, coordinate, and carry out the landscaping of Clarkôs Chapel UMC and its new 

ministry hall.  
 
Ethan has been in Boy Scouts for five years and has held various troop offices of patrol leader, 

senior patrol, historian, and junior-assistant scoutmaster. During his five years of Scouting, he has 

earned a total of forty merit badges. Ethan is also a member of the Order of the Arrow, a recipient 

of the American Legion citizenship Award, and a honor student at MEC. 
 
In addition to the Eagle award presentation, he was also presented with a commendation from 

Senator John Snow, Representative Mark West, Representative Phil Haire, and Congressman 

Heath Shuler, who also awarded Ethan an American Flag that was flown over the United States 

Capitol.  
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    Gaitry Aruwani ï 2nd year MEC Student       Nancy Abeya Ritter ï PTSO Vice President  Holly Cabe ï MEC English Teacher 

    Graphic & Layout Designer         Writer & Layout Editor    Copy Editor 

The MEC Newsletter is a Macon Early College and PTSO Publication 
 
The purpose of our newsletter is to communicate news and activities related to the staff, parents, and students of Macon Early 
College.  Our newsletter aims to positively promote our school, its activities, and our students. 

To conserve paper & funds, our newsletter 

is going paperless!  Most information will 

be sent via our  e-newsletter, e-mailed, on 

the school website, or PTSO bulletin board 

at MEC.  

Pre-order your yearbook from Mrs. Holly Cabe.  

Yearbooks are  $30.00 each. 

To Parents of Seniors - The yearbook staff will be selling 

dedication pages again this year. This is an important time in 

your teenôs life; donôt forget to memorialize it. 

Staff members will contact parents via mail 

and phone. Further information will be posted 

in the next issue of our e-newsletter. 

Ashleigh Moore, a third year MEC 

student, passed away on March 11, 

2010. 

Ashleigh was a diligent student, who 

had only sixteen college credit hours left. ñThe education 

kept her going. She was determined,ò said Tina Smith, 

Ashleighôs mother. ñShe was studying to become a nurse 

at Duke University and would have graduated with a high 

school diploma and an Associateôs Degree.ò 

ñShe was the epitome of a trooper,ò said MEC principal 

Todd Gibbs, who recalled Ashleigh being at school every 

day she could be there. ñHer willingness to be a student 

through pain and suffering. We all could learn a lesson 

from that for sure,ò said Mr. Gibbs of Ashleigh.  

School Administrators have established a scholarship in 

Ashleighôs name - the Ashleigh Moore Scholarship Fund.  

If you would like to make a donation to the fund, please 

send it to: 

 

 

In Memoriam... 

Our PTSO is Going Green 

Calendar At a Glance 

The Ashleigh Moore Scholarship Fund 
 

United Community Bank 
 

257 East Main St. 
 

Franklin, NC 28734 

 September 3  Holiday Evergreens 

Fundraiser Kickoff  

 September 10 Progress Reports 

 September 11 PTSO at Kmart - 

50/50 Raffle and 

Holiday Evergreens 

Fundraiser 

 September 17 & 18 PTSO Booth at 

Macon County Fair 

 September 20 PTSO General   

Meeting at SCC 

 October 9 SATs (4th & 5th 

year students) 

 October 11 End of First Nine 

Weeks 

 October 12 No School -      

Workday  

 October 13 PSAT (3rd year   

students) 

 October 29 No School -      

Workday  
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