
How do you become a student at Macon Early College? 
 
Excellent question. I'm so glad you asked.  
 
Macon Early College (MEC) is an application based school.  
Interested students should apply to MEC.  

 
The process for admission usually begins at Macon Middle School (MMS). During the 
months of January and February, MEC students visit MMS during the 8th grade lunch 
period. The purpose of these visits is to allow 8th grade students to interact with MEC 
students and ask questions in a casual setting.  
 
During the final week in February, MEC staff and students as well as Southwestern  
Community College (SCC) staff meet with 8th grade students for a formal presentation. 
This presentation covers the basics of applying to and succeeding at MEC. MEC staff 
also distribute interest cards to the 8th grade students. 
 
One week later, MEC staff host an official parent meeting at MMS. At this time, MEC 
staff hand out official MEC application packets. Application packets contain the  
following items: an MEC application, an SCC application, teacher and counselor  
recommendation forms, a form for parental input, and an essay to be written by the 
prospective MEC student.  
 
Upon completion of the application packet, prospective MEC students must return them 
to either MMS guidance counselors or directly to MEC. Interviews for admission to MEC 
are scheduled upon the acceptance of a completed application packet. 
 
Student interviews usually begin after Spring Break and take place on the Macon  
Campus of SCC. The interview process is intended to be more of a discussion than a 
formal interview. Prospective students and their parents or guardians will meet with 

both MEC and SCC staff. The goal of the interview is 
to determine if there is a good ôfitõ between both 
MEC and prospective students.  
 
Final admission decisions are made at the end of the 
interview process, and applicants and their families 
will be notified by telephone and/or in writing.  
 
All Macon County 8th grade students and their families are also  
encouraged to apply. Application packets are available at MEC  
and on our school website.  
 
Good luck!   
 
  ~ Todd Gibbs 
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What better way to spend time over spring break than to take four days to visit six 
colleges in five NC cities.  
 
Macon Early College and SCC GEAR UP have teamed-up to offer you a fun-filled, 
action-packed college trip from March 21-24. Your only cost 
is meals (very affordable) and any incidentals/mementos you 
choose to purchase.  MEC and GEAR UP are covering  
transportation (a nice, cozy touring bus) and hotel  
accommodations.   
 
Donõt say ònoó just because youõre not interested in these  
colleges. Visiting college campuses gives you the opportunity 
to experience life on campus first-hand, thus, helping you 
make the right choice for your future. Plus, you may be  
surprised by what you discover at a college that you never 
considered. We will have guided tours of the campuses and 
eat lunch or dinner there as well to get the full experience.  
 
Interested? Let Mr. Gibbs know soon; the trip is on a  
first-come-first-serve basis and limited to forty students.  
Sign up dates are from March 1 -  March 10. There will be a mandatory pre-trip  
meeting on March 15 at 6:00 p.m. for all participating students and their parents to 
explain the details of the trip.   

 Are YOU signed up for the Spring Break College Trip? 
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Monday, March 21   
UNC-Chapel Hill 
Overnight in Raleigh  
 

Tuesday, March 22 
NC State University 
Duke University 
Overnight in Charlotte 

 

Wednesday, March 23 
Johnson & Wales University 
UNC-Charlotte  
Overnight in Charlotte  

  

Thursday, March 24 
Lenoir-Rhyne University in Hickory  
Home to Franklin! 
 
 

Photo by Melissa Anderson  

http://www.lr.edu/
http://www.ncsu.edu/
http://www.unc.edu/index.htm
http://www.duke.edu/
http://www.jwu.edu/default.aspx
http://www.unc.edu/index.htm
http://www.ncsu.edu/
http://www.duke.edu/
http://www.jwu.edu/#fbid=HphKl8YDz-f
http://home.uncc.edu/
http://www.lr.edu/
http://home.uncc.edu/
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MEC faculty and staff participated in the 
òWear Red Dayó in February. The symbolic 
dress was part of a state-wide action  
initiated by the North Carolina Association 
of Educators meant to raise awareness and 
send a message to state legislators who had 
just returned for the new session of the  
General Assembly. 

Congratulations to Ethan Edwards for 
being named Clarkõs Chapel  
Community Young Man of the Year. 
Edwards was recognized for doing 
outstanding work in his community.  

 
Gaitry Aruwani was named the òRotary 
Student of the Monthó for December 
2010. Aruwani was chosen for her strong 
academic achievements, her leadership at 
school, and for her work in designing a 
monthly electronic newsletter for  
Macon Early College.  

Congratulations to Gaitry!  

MEC students recently participated in the 
iTAC2 Competition in Cherokee, NC. The 
event consisted of students showcasing 
their best technology-based schoolwork 
and projects before judges.  
 
From left: Brandon Ledford developed a  
virtual museum through Microsoft  
Powerpoint, Jonathon Dunford developed a 
website about the Civil War for his U.S. 
History Class, Katie Moninghoff developed a 
Photo Story to defend her position that 
òHarry Potter and the Sorcererõs Stoneó 
qualifies as an epic, and Gaitry Aruwani 
created and designed the MEC eNewsletter. 
 
Dunford won 1st place in the competition 
and received a $750 in scholarship funds. 
Moninghoff won 3rd place and received 
$250 in scholarship funds.  
 
Congratulations to all of the participants! 
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Learn A Foreign Language Online 

MEC  students in Mrs. Carlsonõs 
SCC Spanish classes recently dined 
at Monte Albanõs Mexican  
Restaurant in Franklin.  
 
The trip provided the students with 
an opportunity to practice their use 
of the language by reading the 
Spanish descriptions on the menu 
and by ordering their food and  
beverages in Spanish.  
 
The students enjoyed the food and 
the experience! 

149 Siler Farm Rd.  
Franklin. NC 28734  

828 -524 -3600   
Fax: 828 -524 -9550  

Macon County  Public Library  

There are many good reasons to learn a foreign language. You can  
improve your chances of employment as well as increase your  
understanding of the world. To help you learn a new language, the Macon 
County Public Library offers access to the Byki, a powerful online  
language-learning system designed specifically for use by the patrons of 

public libraries.  
 
Byki, short for òBefore You Know It,ó is a rapid learning system that takes users through a 
series of simple steps to memorize words and phrases in a new language, including their 
meanings and proper pronunciation, in the shortest possible time. 
 
Available for learning over 80 languages as well as English as a Second Language,  
students are able to access the Byki from inside or outside the library on Windows and 
Mac computers. Students will have a variety of learning options that build listening, 
reading, speaking, and writing skills. In addition, Byki includes advanced pronunciation 
analysis to help you perfect your pronunciation skills. 
 
In order to set up a Byki account, you must be physically present in the library. Once you 
have created an account within the library, you will then be able to access Byki Online 
from any computer with internet access. Stop by the Reference Desk at the Macon 
County Public Library to get started. For additional information about Byki Online, 
please click on www.fontanalib.org. 

¡Ellos se divertieron mucho! 

The Human Piñata 

Kyle Fair entertained  
everyone with his  
homemade piñata  
costume. Fair spent  

countless hours cutting and 
gluing together strips of  

fabric to create the  
costume.  

Photo by Dustin Woods  

http://www.byki.com/
http://fontanalib.org/
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High Honors students earned 
Aõs in all of their high school 

and college classes.  

 

Honors students earned Aõs 
and Bõs in all of their high 

school and college classes. 

To earn the honor of  
Presidentõs List students must 
achieve and maintain a 3.85 
GPA. Students with a GPA 
between 3.50 and 3.84 earn 
the honor of the Dean's List. To 
be eligible for either honor, 
students must be enrolled in a 
minimum of 12 hrs. of courses 
under a curriculum program for 
the fall session and not have 
any incomplete or failing 
grades.  

 
  

Ethan Edwards   
Third year student             

Winta Le  
Third Year Student        

Christa Sprinkle  
Fourth Year Student 

Aaron Andy            
Third Year Student  
 

Kyle Fair 
Third Year Student       

Tracy McMahan 
Third Year Student  
 

Jamie Corvaia 
Fourth Year Student 

Emilee Deforest 
Fourth Year Student 
 

Hunter Noll 
Fifth Year Student 

First Year Students 
Chris Chastain  
Elizabeth Drevas 
Emily Kimsey 
Braulio Martinez 
Katie Moninghoff 
Jose Ortiz 
Amelia Owens 

 

 

Daniel Reategui 
Jessica Robbins 
 
Second Year Students 
Gaitry Aruwani 
Katie Davis 
Lexie Edwards 
Shelly Mathews 

 
 

Third Year Students 
Ethan Edwards 
Winta Le 
 
Fourth Year Students 
Savannah Adams-Dail 
Christa Sprinkle 

 
 

First Year Students 
Kendra Guffey 
Tyler Harden 
Russell Helma 
Raya Lannon 
Andrew Mershimer 
Dominique Paquette 
Alex Rawdon 
Katrina Stover 
Ryan Young                    
 

Second Year Students 
Gene Hood 
Nathan Miles 
Chantelle Rondel 
Nick Sprinkle 
Tiera Walker 
Amber Wice 
 
 
 
 

Third Year Students 
Aaron Andy 
Gio Goins 
Ashley Ritter 
 
Fourth Year Students 
Joseph Cook 
Jamie Corvaia 
Emilee DeForest 
Connor Esterwood 
Grace Moreau 
Savannah Robbins 

 
Macon Early College administrators, faculty, and staff congratulate the following students 

for their academic achievements for the first semester of the 2010 - 2011 school year. 

Southwestern Community College announced the Presidentôs and Dean's lists for Fall 2010.  



On January 28th, the Student Council at 
MEC hosted our first ever Winter Dance. 
Students enjoyed a night of great music 
and dancing. 
 
The Student Council also sponsored the 
first annual Mr. & Miss MEC. Zach Jones, 
a fourth year student, was voted Mr. 
MEC, and Kristen Cope, a second year 
student, was voted Miss MEC 2010-2011. 
 
We would like to thank the student council for 
coordinating the dance and to all of the  
volunteers for their assistance. Everyone had a     
great time! 

Studentõs Night Out 
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