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What are Early College High Schools?
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personnel, shared resources and _ e support and guidance of all the contri bute to t _h e s
calendars. which has aided in the develinstructors and staff members at SCC. also said that MEC students contribute by
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at collegereadiness, the world of work & nin the nation for student satlsfactlonsuch as thej Fall F_Ilng. They alsq _
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gives MEC students a great opportunitythe other 20% to SCC. NG conF':inued sucr:)cess in the years

e JurtEnl g sl e, SCC has many resources available for tisecome. Together, both schools are
SCC partners with and serves three EafBarly College students. The Learning making a difference in the lives of
College High Schooldacon Early Assistance Center at SCC is a huge helgttalents!

College, Jackson County Early College not only college students, but also MEC

and Blue Ridge Virtual Early College. students. The LAC is there for students toSubmitted by Christina Genereux, a third year
access if they need assistance with their "-c Stden

é:lasses, from math questions to writing a SQUTHWESTERN COMVUNITY COLLEGE

The early college program is unique
because it provides students the chanc
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History of MEC

SOUTHWESTERN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

In 2003 the NC General Assembly passed new. »
legislation known as the Innovative Education A
Initiative Act, making it possible to attend a
Macon Early College school much like the one we all currently atten

In 2004, former Macon County School L ey 4
Superintendent, Dr. Rodney Shotwell, presented the idea to the Macon &';S
County School Board, Southwestern Community College representatives and
faculty members in the Macon Co. school system.

A committee was formed consisting of Linda Dyke and Dr. Connie Haire from SCC; John DeVille and Vicki Sutton from Fr
High School; Kris Reis from Union Academy; Gary Brown from Cullasaja Elementary; Mary Pittman from Macon Middle; a
Shotwell, Paula Ledford, and Nancy Cantrell from the Macon County Schools. In addition to their fulltime jobs, these comr
members devoted two years of planning time to make Macon Early College a reality. In 2006, Macon Early College opene
doors to the first class.

Since the new Groves Center was stil/]l under condgtruct.i
Cartoogechaye School with three-filie teachers: Lee Berger, English; Kris Reis, Science; and Jenn Payne Sutton, Math. N
PriceEgger, now at Mountain View Intermediate School and Macon Middle School, was the counselor; Diane Henson was
Secretary, and Mr. Gary Brown became the principal (He also taught Civics and History that first year). Donna Patten joine
staff as a tutor early that fall.

While class offerings were limited, SCC did offer as many classes as it could on the old Cartoogechaye campus and the S
Macon Annex facility. Health, Spanish, Computer Science, ACA, and Physical Education were among the more popular cl
While the move to the current campus has certainly increased the number of college course offerings, schedulinghégmixtur
school and college courses remains a challenge.

The following school year welcomed Amanda Waldroop (History), Nancy Abeya Ritter (Spanish tuto
Trotter (Technology Facilitator), and the second class of 35. Faculty and students began the 2007 s
on the new SCC campus. MEC spent a year sharing the same building with college faculty and stud —_4
before Macon County Commissioners responded to the crowded conditions at the Groves Center arggé
approved funding and plans for a separate second facility, now the home of MEC. In the spring of 2
students and the faculty made the move to the current Oscar J. Ledford Learning Center. On a Fride
books, carts, computers, desks, bookcases and many boxes were packed and moved. High school classes
resumed on Monday in the new facility.

Further changes occurred in the spring of 2009 when Mr. Brown returned to Cullasaja
Elementary School to assist with the closure of the 50 year old school. Mr. Todd Gibbs
relocated from Macon Middle School and welcomed new additions to the faculty: Dan Alict
Math; Holly Cabe, English; Susan Steiner, Science; Darlene Fromknecht, Exceptional Chil
Meghan Reynolds, History; Mary Pittman, Counselor; and Sue Carrion, Secretary. We now
have four tutors on staff: Donna Patton, Nancy Ritter, David Corbin, and Jason Hatch. Whi
MEC has seen many changes since 2006, both students and staff remain thankful to those
helped make Macon Early College a school offering an alternative and innovative path for
students, while helping them jumpstart their college careers.

Contributors to this article include Ryan Douglass & Will Smith, fourth year MEC students; Gary Brown, former MEC
principal; Lee Berger, former MEC English Teacher; Dr. Connie Haire, VP SCC Macon Campus; and Holly Cabe, MEC
English Teacher
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Siler Farm

Have you ever asked yourself, what is the connection betw:
Siler Farm and our school campus? Or perhaps what kind ¢
farm was the Siler Farm? When puzzled with these questio
my classmate and | started digging for answers. We turned
Emma Mathis (formerly Emma Siler), a lifelong resident of
Macon County and a native of the Siler Faformerly known
as the Siler Dairy Farm. The property and current site of Me
Early College was occupied by the Smart family. Mrs. Mathis

recalls playing around the silo that is still standing on our school property. Unfortunately, at the tir
of this publication, very little information was found about the Smart family. However, Mrs. Mathis
able to provide us with information on the property across from our sctimBouthwestern Community College site.

Mr s . Mat hi sdos fat her, John Theodore Siler (known as T
mot her, Eunice Cunningham, also came from a farming f
Euni ceds parents (Emmads grandparents) bought 104 acrtr
marrying, she and Theodore settled on the property. Mr. Siler was a forestry service surveyor, dairyman, and WWI veter:
After retiring from the Forest Service, he started a dairy farm on what is now the SCC property. At first, the farm, was smz
and the milk produced was only used for cheese and ice cream. Later, when the equipment was upgraded, the Silers we
to sell Grade A milk. Mrs. Mathis recalls walking the Tallulah Falls Railroad tracks where the Greenway is now,hjast belo
SCC campus. She and her family would walk the tracks to town, to school, and to work.

Mrs. Mathis eventually inherited that land from her parents Theodore and Eunice. Yea . ..«=**"" | \' '

Macon County became interested in the property. Since the land was going to be usec Y

educational pur poses, Mrs. Mathis deci < 3

education in the community. Today, Macon Early College High School and ‘

Southwestern Community College students enjoy the beautiful and peaceful mountain
. setting of our school campus.

We would like to thank Emma Mathis, Barbara
McCrae, and many community members for their ¥
assistance with this article. Their contributions allow
us to uncover some of the history of the Siler Farm. We

would like to continue to learn more of the history of these properties. If you would like
contribute additional information regarding the Smart Family and/or Siler Farm, please
contact Mary Pittman at 828.369.7331or Mary Trottemadry.trotter@macon.k12.nc.us
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History of MEC

Oscar J. Ledford Learning Center

MEC students, faculty, and staff moved into the new Southwestern Community College Macot
Campus Transition Building in March of 2009. The building provides instructional space for the
Macon Early College high school classes as students transition into college. It can also be use
additional college classes after 3 pm if necessary.

The building was designed by Tom Ritter, a local architect and parent of two MEC students.
Constructed by local contractor, Warth Contruction Inc., the building has four tediasgdgy
instructional classrooms, a computer lab, apoufiose room, student lockers, faculty
workspace, and twentfive parking spaces for faculty and students. The cost of construction fo
the building was $847,000. The facility contains 6000 square feet of usable space.

Oscar J. Ledford
OWe are most appreciative to the Macon Count
buil ding, é said Dr .-SCOMagdon€ambdus.i r e, Vice President

In June of 2009, SCC dedicated the new building to the late Oscar J. Ledford who was a charter member of SCC Board
Trustees, a former county commissioner, and holder of several other state and county positions. Mr. Ledford wal$ aavisior
welHHh i ked man who made it his goal to help i mprove Macor
deserved the best education possible; he realized that their future depended on quality education.

Macon Early College students, faculty, and staff would like to thank the Macon County Commissioners, Dr. Cecil Groves,

Dr. Connie Haire, Dr. Dan Brigman, Mr. Jack Horton, and SCC and Macon County School Board Members for their contr

to the Oscar J. Ledford Learning Center. We appreciate your commitment and efforts to making this project a reality!

For additional information on Oscar J. Ledford, please visit:
www.southwesterncc.edu/news{@®-jun/oscarledford/gallery/index.htm

Submitted by Caity Parker, a second year MEC student
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