
Know what it is? 
Know what it tries to 
accomplish? Know 
what its goals are? 
 
You are here at 
Macon Early  
College, in part, 

because of the New Schools Project (NSP). 
The NSP is the operational arm of the NC 
Department of Public Instruction that  
administers to new and innovative high 
schools, like MEC, within the state. The Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation is the driving 
force in the creation of the New Schools  
Project and, thus, Macon Early College. 
 
One of the main objectives of the Gates 
Foundation is to create high schools that are 
not like traditional high schools. The  
Foundation feels that traditional schools are 
not successful for a variety of reasons; two 
would be high student- teacher ratio and 
teacher-centered instruction.   
 
The Foundation awarded North Carolina a 
substantial sum of money to change high 
schools. To receive the Gates grant, the state 
had to commit to match the Gatesõ money. 
The Early College High School system in 
North Carolina was created from these 
funds. 
 
To support and give guidance to the Early 
College High School system, NC Department 
of Public Instruction created the New Schools 
Project. NSP has created a net of support 
that involves everything from Instructional 
Coaches, Leadership Coaches, Leadership 
Innovation Network Group meetings for Early 
College Principals, Common Practices  
Symposia, Critical Friends Workshops, Peer 
School Reviews, School Rounds,  
 

 

New Teacher Orientation, and Annual  
Self-Assessment.  
 
In addition, the NSP also hosts the Summer 
Institute that gathers faculty, staff, and  
administrators from all early colleges across 
the state and invites them to gather for a 
week. At summer Institute, the groups set the 
direction for their school for the coming 
school year, and schools share their best 
practices with each other. This way, all NSP 
schools can put into use the best practices 
that other NSP schools have tested, tweaked, 
and continue to use. 
 
Since the beginning, there has consistently 
been a large sum of money from the NC 
General Assembly committed to support 
Early College High Schools and their quest to 
be different and successful. Throughout the 
year, adults from various places visit MEC to 
help us be better at what we do. If your  
student comes home and tells you about the 
strange faces in his/her school, more than 
likely these people are associated with the 
New Schools Project in some way or fashion. 
They are here to help the faculty and staff 
at MEC assist your son or daughter in  
becoming a better student and a better  
person. 
 
For more information about the North 
Carolina New Schools Project, visit their 
website at newschoolsproject.org 
 
~ Todd Gibbs 
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Macon Early  
College is a 
public high 
school, which 

is fully integrated into the Southwestern 
Community College system. This  
partnership is an ongoing collaborative 
team of college and high school  
personnel, shared resources and  
calendars, which has aided in the devel-
opment of a nurturing environment aimed 
at college-readiness, the world of work 
and beyond. 
 
Without the partnership and support of 
Southwestern Community College, Macon 
Early College could not exist. It is an  
essential piece of the partnership that 
gives MEC students a great opportunity 
for furthering their education.  
 
SCC partners with and serves three Early  
College High Schools - Macon Early  
College, Jackson County Early College 
and Blue Ridge Virtual Early College.  
 
The early college program is unique  
because it provides students the chance  

to not only get their high school diploma, 
but they can also earn two years of  
transferable college credit or an  
Associateõs Degree. The best part is that 
college tuition and textbooks are free for 
students attending Macon Early College. 
 
MEC students are very fortunate to have 
the support and guidance of all the  
instructors and staff members at SCC.  
Southwestern is ranked as one of the top 
ten in the nation for student satisfaction, 
which proves that they value each  
studentõs success. òAt Southwestern, we 
develop a relationship with the students so 
that they are not just a number here,ó says 
Shelly Nixon, College Liaison at SCC. She 
dedicates 80% of her time to MEC and 
the other 20% to SCC.   
 
SCC has many resources available for the 
Early College students. The Learning  
Assistance Center at SCC is a huge help to 
not only college students, but also MEC 
students. The LAC is there for students to 
access if they need assistance with their 
classes, from math questions to writing a 

paper. Southwestern also provides  
individualized tutoring for students.  
 
Ms. Nixon points out that the Early  
College students also contribute to the 
college in many ways. òThe Early College 
students bring their technology skills, their 
youth and enthusiasm to class. They  
contribute to the success of the class.ó She 
also said that MEC students contribute by 
volunteering their time for special events 
such as the Fall Fling. They also  
participate in service projects, giving back 
to and serving the community.   
 
MEC students want to thank SCC for the 
support and the resources that they  
provide to our school and our students. 
We value the partnership and look  
forward to continued success in the years 
to come. Together, both schools are  
making a difference in the lives of  
students! 

 
North Carolina  
leaders launched 
the early college 
high school  

initiative in 2004 as a way to encourage 
more students to complete high school and 
to gain the advanced skills increasingly  
demanded in the 21st century workplace.  
 
What are Early College High Schools? 
 
Early College High Schools are defined as 
small, autonomous schools typically  
immersed on a college campus which  
provide accelerated education to a wide 
range of high school students, typically 
beginning in the ninth-grade year. These 
institutions focus on rigor, relevance,  
relationship, equity, and sustainability, 
which are incorporated into all elements 
of the college.  In these accelerated  
programs, students are given the  
opportunity to complete a high school  

diploma and an Associateõs Degree or up 
to two years of college credit toward a 
Bachelorõs Degree. In most cases, early 
college students stay in high school five 
years to complete those college courses.  
 
Early College High Schools have the  
potential to improve high school  
graduation rates and better prepare  
students for high-skill careers by engaging 
all students in a rigorous, college  
preparatory curriculum and compressing 
the number of years to a college degree.  
A postsecondary education is almost  
essential for financial and personal  
freedom in todayõs economy. A four-year 
college graduate earns two-thirds more 
than a high school graduate does. An  
Associateõs Degree translates into  
earnings significantly higher than those 
earned by an individual with a high school 
diploma alone. 
 

Who does the Early College High 
Schools Initiative serve? 
 
The target population for this program is 
the under-represented or underserved 
student in higher education, such as  
low-income, minority, or first-generation 
college students. However, Early Colleges 
serve students other than those who are  
underserved in higher education,  
incorporating a wide range of abilities 
and academic experiences into the  
student body. The Early College High 
Schoolõs goal is to make every student  
college-ready. 
 
Early College High Schools turn obstacles 
into opportunities for student success,  
inspiring and empowering them to  
succeed in learning and in life. For more 
information about early college high 
schools, please visit www.earlycolleges.org. 

 

History of MEC 

Early College High School Program  

Partners in Education 

Submitted by Christina Genereux, a third year 

MEC Student  
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In 2003 the NC General Assembly passed new 
legislation known as the Innovative Education 
Initiative Act, making it possible to attend a 
school much like the one we all currently attend. 
In 2004, former Macon County School  

Superintendent, Dr. Rodney Shotwell, presented the idea to the Macon 
County School Board, Southwestern Community College representatives and  
faculty members in the Macon Co. school system. 
 
A committee was formed consisting of Linda Dyke and Dr. Connie Haire from SCC; John DeVille and Vicki Sutton from Franklin 
High School; Kris Reis from Union Academy; Gary Brown from Cullasaja Elementary; Mary Pittman from Macon Middle; and Dr. 
Shotwell, Paula Ledford, and Nancy Cantrell from the Macon County Schools. In addition to their fulltime jobs, these committee 
members devoted two years of planning time to make Macon Early College a reality. In 2006, Macon Early College opened its 
doors to the first class.   
 
Since the new Groves Center was still under construction, the first class of 50, òSeniors Forever,ó started classes at the old  
Cartoogechaye School with three full-time teachers: Lee Berger, English; Kris Reis, Science; and Jenn Payne Sutton, Math. Mary 
Price-Egger, now at Mountain View Intermediate School and Macon Middle School, was the counselor; Diane Henson was the  
Secretary, and Mr. Gary Brown became the principal (He also taught Civics and History that first year). Donna Patton joined the 
staff as a tutor early that fall.   
 
While class offerings were limited, SCC did offer as many classes as it could on the old Cartoogechaye campus and the SCC 
Macon Annex facility. Health, Spanish, Computer Science, ACA, and Physical Education were among the more popular classes. 
While the move to the current campus has certainly increased the number of college course offerings, scheduling a mixture of high 
school and college courses remains a challenge. 
 
The following school year welcomed Amanda Waldroop (History), Nancy Abeya Ritter (Spanish tutor), Mary 
Trotter (Technology Facilitator), and the second class of 35. Faculty and students began the 2007 school year 
on the new SCC campus. MEC spent a year sharing the same building with college faculty and students  
before Macon County Commissioners responded to the crowded conditions at the Groves Center and  
approved funding and plans for a separate second facility, now the home of MEC. In the spring of 2009, the 
students and the faculty made the move to the current Oscar J. Ledford Learning Center. On a Friday, all 
books, carts, computers, desks, bookcases and many boxes were packed and moved. High school classes  

resumed on Monday in the new facility. 
 
Further changes occurred in the spring of 2009 when Mr. Brown returned to Cullasaja  
Elementary School to assist with the closure of the 50 year old school. Mr. Todd Gibbs  
relocated from Macon Middle School and welcomed new additions to the faculty: Dan Alich, 
Math; Holly Cabe, English; Susan Steiner, Science; Darlene Fromknecht, Exceptional Children; 
Meghan Reynolds, History; Mary Pittman, Counselor; and Sue Carrion, Secretary. We now 
have four tutors on staff: Donna Patton, Nancy Ritter, David Corbin, and Jason Hatch. While 
MEC has seen many changes since 2006, both students and staff remain thankful to those who 
helped make Macon Early College a school offering an alternative and innovative path for 
students, while helping them jumpstart their college careers.   

Contributors to this article include Ryan Douglass & Will Smith, fourth year MEC students; Gary Brown, former MEC   

principal; Lee Berger, former MEC English Teacher; Dr. Connie Haire, VP SCC Macon Campus; and Holly Cabe, MEC   

English Teacher 

History of MEC 
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Have you ever asked yourself, what is the connection between 
Siler Farm and our school campus? Or perhaps what kind of 
farm was the Siler Farm? When puzzled with these questions, 
my classmate and I started digging for answers. We turned to 
Emma Mathis (formerly Emma Siler), a lifelong resident of 
Macon County and a native of the Siler Farm - formerly known 
as the Siler Dairy Farm. The property and current site of Macon 
Early College was occupied by the Smart family. Mrs. Mathis 
recalls playing around the silo that is still standing on our school property. Unfortunately, at the time 
of this publication, very little information was found about the Smart family. However, Mrs. Mathis was 

able to provide us with information on the property across from our school -- the Southwestern Community College site. 
 
Mrs. Mathisõs father, John Theodore Siler (known as Theodore), was the son of farmers in the Cartoogechaye community. Her 
mother, Eunice Cunningham, also came from a farming family in the Smithbridge Community (Otto area).  In the early 1900õs, 
Euniceõs parents (Emmaõs grandparents) bought 104 acres of land. Eunice later inherited the land from her family. After  
marrying, she and Theodore settled on the property. Mr. Siler was a forestry service surveyor, dairyman, and WWI veteran. 
After retiring from the Forest Service, he started a dairy farm on what is now the SCC property. At first, the farm was small, 
and the milk produced was only used for cheese and ice cream. Later, when the equipment was upgraded, the Silers were able 
to sell Grade A milk.  Mrs. Mathis recalls walking the Tallulah Falls Railroad tracks where the Greenway is now, just below the 
SCC campus. She and her family would walk the tracks to town, to school, and to work. 
 
Mrs. Mathis eventually inherited that land from her parents Theodore and Eunice. Years later, 
Macon County became interested in the property. Since the land was going to be used for 
educational purposes, Mrs. Mathis decided to sell her fatherõs farm to help promote  
education in the community. Today, Macon Early College High School and  
Southwestern Community College students enjoy the beautiful and peaceful mountain  

setting of our school campus. 
 
We would like to thank Emma Mathis, Barbara 
McCrae, and many community members for their  
assistance with this article. Their contributions allowed 
us to uncover some of the history of the Siler Farm. We 
would like to continue to learn more of the history of these properties. If you would like to 
contribute additional information regarding the Smart Family and/or Siler Farm, please 
contact Mary Pittman at 828.369.7331or Mary Trotter at mary.trotter@macon.k12.nc.us.   

Siler Farm  

History of MEC 
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History of MEC 

MEC students, faculty, and staff moved into the new Southwestern Community College Macon 
Campus Transition Building in March of 2009. The building provides instructional space for the 
Macon Early College high school classes as students transition into college. It can also be used for 
additional college classes after 3 pm if necessary. 
 
The building was designed by Tom Ritter, a local architect and parent of two MEC students.  
Constructed by local contractor, Warth Contruction Inc., the building has four technology-based 
instructional classrooms, a computer lab, a multi-purpose room, student lockers, faculty  
work-space, and twenty-five parking spaces for faculty and students. The cost of construction for 
the building was $847,000. The facility contains 6000 square feet of usable space.   
 

òWe are most appreciative to the Macon County Commissioners for funding the construction of the 
building,ó said Dr. Connie Haire, Vice President- SCC Macon Campus.  
 
In June of 2009, SCC dedicated the new building to the late Oscar J. Ledford who was a charter member of SCC Board of 
Trustees, a former county commissioner, and holder of several other state and county positions. Mr. Ledford was a visionary ñ a 
well-liked man who made it his goal to help improve Macon Countyõs future. Oscar felt that the young people of Macon County 
deserved the best education possible; he realized that their future depended on quality education.   
 
Macon Early College students, faculty, and staff would like to thank the Macon County Commissioners, Dr. Cecil Groves,  
Dr. Connie Haire, Dr. Dan Brigman, Mr. Jack Horton, and SCC and Macon County School Board Members for their contributions 
to the Oscar J. Ledford Learning Center. We appreciate your commitment and efforts to making this project a reality!  
For additional information on Oscar J. Ledford, please visit:  

www.southwesterncc.edu/news/09-jan-jun/oscarledford/gallery/index.htm 

Oscar J. Ledford Learning Center 

Oscar J. Ledford 

 Submitted by Caity Parker, a second year MEC student 
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